Complete detachment of an aortic valve prosthesis 10 years after implantation.
A 47-year-old male patient died unexpectedly 10 years after replacement of the aortic valve with a Carbomedics heart valve prosthesis required for post-endocarditic valve stenosis. The man was in regular medical attendance by his general practitioner and in hospital. Clinical data and examinations did not suggest the reoccurrence of endocarditis. Three months before his death a haemolytic anaemia of unknown genesis was diagnosed. One afternoon, while lifting a heavy object, the man suffered acute chest pain and collapsed. Resuscitation failed and the patient died in hospital. Autopsy revealed the completely detached valve prosthesis within the ascending aorta. Histological examination confirmed a chronic endocarditis at the site of the valve implantation.